
A N D  F I N I S H I N G

S T R O N G

2023 began by presenting Grace UMC
with questions and challenge. The
people of Grace responded with faith,
commitment and generosity. 

Because of your commitments to our
congregation, we experienced:

Worship Enhancements

Growth in Average Worship
Attendance

Generous Support for our General
Budget and Special Projects

New Mission and Service
Opportunities

THANK YOU!

 

 

C E L E B R A T I N G

2 0 2 3

G R A C E  U N I T E D  

M E T H O D I S T

C H U R C H

S T A R T I N G  F R E S H



P A G E  2 A  L O O K  B A C K

W O R S H I P
Improved the  audio system
Added a worship leader to our team
Began a collaboration with SEMO students
Returned to livestream worship
Moved Contemporary Worship into the sanctuary
Shared many gifts of music from the chancel choir and bell choir

M I S S I O N  &  S E R V I C E

Hosted a pop-up food bank (and learned a lot!)
Raised  $3300 to install solar panels in Mozambique
Built a Little Library and Snack Shack 
Offered care to those unable to attend worship due to health
Filled a family’s Christmas wish list 
Gifted new Middle School teachers with supplies and snacks
Provided personal care items to the Middle School pantry
Handled weekly  drop-off for the Middle School  food backpacks
And so many other acts of kindness along the way

P U M P K I N  P A T C H
Partnered with our Scouts to raise $8900 

$5000 Scouts
$750 Granting Grace
$600 Teen Challenge
$350 Old Menkendree
$1500 Grace UMC to support mission and service efforts

G E N E R O S I T Y

S P E C I A L  G I F T S

Offerings totaled $204,000, an increase of more than $18,000 over
2022. Additonal gifts were shared to support apportionments,
replace the damaged sign on Caruthers, and more.

We were blessed with $44,600 in grants from the Grace UMC
Foundation. The gifts assisted with HVAC repairs, updating our audio
system and support for  the new worship leader position. 



T H E  H I G H L I G H T S *

O F F E R I N G S                            $ 2 0 5 , 0 0 0

M E M O R I A L  G I F T S                       $ 2 0 4 5

B R E A K F A S T  @  G R A C E                 $ 1 0 2 0

D E S I G N A T E D  G I F T S                  $ 8 8 , 4 2 5

T O T A L                                    $ 2 9 6 , 4 9 0

S T A F F                                     $ 1 2 6 , 4 8 9

P R O P E R T Y  C A R E                       $ 5 7 , 6 0 6

A U D I O  U P G R A D E S                    $ 3 0 , 0 0 0

U T I L I T I E S                                 $ 3 0 , 8 2 2

I N S U R A N C E                              $ 2 2 , 6 4 6

A P P O R T I O N M E N T S                   $ 2 1 , 4 0 0

A D M I N I S T R A T O N                      $ 1 2 , 7 1 7

P R O G R A M                                   $ 7 2 5 3

T O T A L                                    $ 3 1 9 , 2 0 3

R E C E I V E D

E X P E N S E S

* P L E A S E  N O T E :  
T h e s e  a m o u n t s  d o  n o t  r e f l e c t  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  G r a c e  U M C ’ s

R e c e i p t s  a n d  E x p e n s e s .  Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  r e c e i v e  a

c o m p l e t e  y e a r - e n d  r e p o r t .  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e

t o  r e q u e s t  a  c o p y .  I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  o r  w i s h  t o  t a l k

m o r e  a b o u t  m i n i s t r y  a t  G r a c e ,  P a s t o r  L i n d a  a n d  m e m b e r s

o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o u n c i l  w i l l  b e  h a p p y  t o  m e e t  w i t h

y o u .   

P A G E  3   B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S



F r i e n d s ,  

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  2 0 2 3  w e  f a c e d  s o m e  h a r d  q u e s t i o n s .  G r a c e
U M C ,  y o u  c h o s e  t o  r e s p o n d  w i t h  f a i t h ,  c o m m i t m e n t ,  c o u r a g e
a n d  g e n e r o s i t y .  

W e  a r e  a  d i f f e r e n t  c h u r c h  a s  w e  b e g i n  a n o t h e r  y e a r  o f
m i n i s t r y .  F o r  t h a t ,  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  t o  G o d  a n d  e a c h  o f  y o u .   
S o m e  q u e s t i o n s  l i n g e r ,  b u t  w e  w i l l  w r e s t l e  w i t h  t h e m  w i t h o u t
f e a r  a n d  s h a r i n g  i n  o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s  p r a y e r .

H e r e  a n d  n o w ,  G o d ,  w e  b r i n g  t h i s  c h u r c h  t o  y o u .  
F i l l  i t  w i t h  y o u r  h e a l i n g  a n d  t r a n s f o r m i n g  g r a c e .  

M o v e  i t  t o  a  p l a c e  t h a t  i s  b e y o n d  
w h a t  w e  k n o w ,  a s k  o r  i m a g i n e .  

A m e n .

I  a m  a l s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o u n c i l
w h o  o f f e r e d  w i s d o m  a n d  g u i d a n c e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  A n d ,  I
g i v e  G o d  t h a n k s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s a i d  “ y e s ”  t o  t h e
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  o r  r e m a i n  w i t h  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  l e a d e r s .  B e l o w ,
f i n d  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e
2 0 2 4  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o u n c i l .  P l e a s e  t h a n k  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  h o l d  t h e m  i n  y o u r  p r a y e r s .   

P e a c e ,  P a s t o r  L i n d a  

2 0 2 4  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L
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